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The Commission on Genetic Resources for 

Food and Agriculture 

1983 Established to deal with plant 

genetic resources

1995 Mandate broadened to cover all 

components of biodiversity for 

food and agriculture

2000 Close collaboration with CBD, as 

reflected by CBD PoW on 

Agricultural Biodiversity

2007 MYPOW, incl. vision and 

mission

2016 178 member countries + EU
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GRFA diversity

7000 plant species used as 
food in the world

150 species have 
commercial 

importance, of 
which 103 

species represent 
90% of the food 

production

3 species 
(wheat, rice 
and maize) 
represent 

56% of Kcal 
consumed

about 40 animal species 
used as food

8700 breeds

5 species (cattle, 
sheep, goats, pig, 
chicken) represent 
87% of the animal 

food consumed
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GRFA contribution to food security 

and nutrition
Global per capita supply 2011
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Increasing impact
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impact
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Status of the worldôs livestock breeds

Á Livestock breeds classified as being at risk of extinction increased 

from 15 percent to 17 percent between 2005 and 2014. 

Á 58 percent of breeds are classified as being of unknown risk status.



Status of PGR


