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The main objectives of the Programme are to:

•Assist OECD Member countries' efforts to protect 
human health and the environment through 
improving chemical safety and biosafety

•Make chemical control policies more transparent 
and efficient and save resources for government 
and industry; and

•Prevent unnecessary distortions in the trade of 
chemicals, chemical products and products of 
modern biotechnology. 2

OECD ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH AND 

SAFETY (EHS) PROGRAMME

36 Member countries, many partner countries and other stakeholders work together
to develop and co-ordinate activities on chemical safety and biosafety on an
international basis. One of the core aspects of the work relates to the Mutual
Acceptance of Data.

http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/



OECD/UNEP Global PFC Group

Adhoc Group on Substitution of
Harmful Chemicals Issue Team on Sustainable Chemistry

Expert Group on Risk Management 
Including Socioeconomic Analysis



• Established in 2012 

• Goal: Furthering tools and approaches to support decision-making for the substitution of 
hazardous chemicals

• Member countries, industry, NGOs, experts

• Recent Outputs:

– Development of a toolbox to support substitution of hazardous chemicals (launched in January 
2015 and ongoing improvement)

– Synthesis report from OECD Workshop on Approaches to Support Substitution and Alternatives 
Assessment (2019) 

• approaches used to support alternative assessments and substitution; the strengths of the approaches and 
challenges to design and implementation, the link between innovation and progress in substitution and 
alternatives assessment; and initiatives to facilitate data sharing and other collaborative efforts

– A Cross Country Analysis of Approaches to Support Alternatives Assessment and Substitution of 
Chemicals of Concern (2019) 

• describes and gives a list of approaches developed across countries and by different stakeholders to support 
alternatives assessment and substitution of chemicals of concern.

http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/risk-management/substitution-of-hazardous-chemicals.htm

OECD Ad-Hoc Group on Substitution of 

Harmful Chemicals
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http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/risk-management/substitution-of-hazardous-chemicals.htm


Sharing of experience on policy and regulatory 
approaches to support substitution

– Increase awareness of approaches

– Identify common challenges and goals

– Examine processes used & information considered for 
decision-making

– Build networks

– Identify potential activities for collaboration at OECD

• Face-to-face meetings on specific topic areas, either 
at the OECD or in a member country ~ every 12-18 
months

• Other activities if/as identified

A forum for information sharing and 

collaboration 
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• Gather existing tools, frameworks and 
resources existing to support AA in a one 
place repository;

• Collect case studies from actual
substitution.

What could help advance Substitution 

and Alternative Assessment

OECD Subsitution and Alternatives 
Assessment Toolbox (SAAToolbox)
www.oecdsaatoolbox.org

http://www.oecdsaatoolbox.org/


OECD Substitution and Alternatives 

Assessment Toolbox (SAAToolbox)

• Brings together practical resources 
on chemical substitution and 
alternatives assessments

• Development by a collaborative 
effort

– Content development led by 
technical workgroup under the 
OECD’s Ad Hoc Group on 
Substitution of Harmful 
Chemicals

– Test versions demonstrated via 
several webinars; feedback 
incorporated

• Launched in January 2015 @ 
www.oecdsaatoolbox.org

• Updated on an ongoing basis 

http://www.oecdsaatoolbox.org/




http://www.OECDSAAToolbox.org

Demonstration of Tool Features

http://www.oecdsaatoolbox.org/


• Continuing update of SAAToolbox

• Collecting information on priorities for alternatives 
assessment and substitution across countries
– Potential collaboration or re-use of information

• Development of a Guidance on Key Considerations for the 
Identification of Safer Alternatives. 
– The guidance will aim to provide key points to consider for the 

identification of safer chemicals, also reflecting on particular risk 
tradeoffs during the decision making process. 

– Principally focus on the identification of “safer” chemicals but 
would also touch upon life cycle aspects. 

Future work of Adhoc Group



• Website
– http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety

– https://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/risk-
management/

• EHS Newsletters (sign up to receive 
automatically)
– http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/environme

nt-health-safety-news.htm

• Email:  eeva.leinala@oecd.org

Further Information

http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety
https://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/risk-management/
http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/environment-health-safety-news.htm
mailto:Eeva.leinala@oecd.org
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